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Anne was raised in Phoenix, Ari-
zona in a Methodist home and 
church. She earned her bachelor of 
science degree at the University of 
Arizona and taught high school math 
for 17 years as well as coaching 
sports. During this time, she also 
earned a master of science degree in 
sports health. After spending many 
years in lay ministry at her local 
church, she recognized God’s  
summons to ministry and attended 
Perkins School of Theology at South-
ern Methodist University. 

After earning her divinity degree, 
Anne served as an interim pastor and 
a youth director before her latest  
position as pastor of the First Congre-
gational Church in Elkhart, Indiana. 
She has served on the committee on 
ministry for the UCC, and exhibited 
her passion for outreach projects by 
initiating several community and 
church projects for the needy and 
homeless.  

Regarding her philosophy  
towards her ministry, Anne states, 
“As an ordained minister of the 
Body of Christ, I am committed 
to the various roles of ordained 
parish ministry: pastor, priest, 
teacher, prophet and adminis-
trator. I strongly believe that 
our differences are much less  
important than our similarities 
as children of God.”  

Two years ago Anne married her 
longtime partner, Tammie Clark, in 
Massachusetts. They have been in a 
committed relationship for 27 years. 
Tammie is a mechanical engineer 
with bio-medical patents, and has 
also worked for many years with 
Habitat for Humanity and in  
renovation projects. She is looking 
forward to participating in First 
Church activities.  

Rev. Anne and Tammie will 
spend the next two weeks on  
vacation and  on a mission trip to 
Biloxi, Miss. We will know within the 
next few weeks when she will begin 
her ministry with us.  

On July 10th, 2011, Members of First Church  

Officially Called The Reverend Anne Cubbage  

to Serve as Senior Pastor   

Tammie Clark, left, with  
Reverend Anne Cubbage 
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Contribute to the Spire 

Articles are welcome concerning all 

committees, events or subjects relevant to 

church life. They may be sent to Laurie Ray at 

cloverridge@comcast.net, or placed in the 

Spire folder on the office door. Photos are 

welcome, also. The deadline is the 20th of each 

month.  

Thank you,  

Carolyn Meigs-Turkstra and  Laurie Ray,  

co-editors 

Rally Sunday  
September 11th,  
9:00 and 11:00  

Sign up for classes, groups and activities!  
 
 

Adopt a Bell 

The Music Committee is offering everyone 
in our Church Family the opportunity to 
ADOPT A BELL.  The First Church set of bells 
consist of 62 bells which all will be sent away in 
January to be refurbished.  The cost is 
estimated between $5,000---$6,500.  The cost 
of adopting a handbell (or two) range from 
$25.00 to $75.00 or $100.00.  Members of the 
Bell Choirs and the Music Committee will be 
available to answer questions on Sundays or 
anyone on the Music Committee can be called.   

Please Note: ----Sunday July 17th will be 
your first opportunity to begin the adoption 
process. The Music Committee would like to 
thank all who supported the breakfast 
fundraiser; a total of $700 was raised.  

 
 

Second Yard Sale to Benefit  
First Church 

There will be a large book and toy sale on 
August 20, 9-3 at 44 Dillingham Avenue, 
Sandwich.  Proceeds from the sale will go to the 
recent yard sale receipts and the bell 
refurbishing project.  Please come by to help or 
just have a cold drink and buy a book!  Rain 
date is August 27.    Tom and Bev Hammel 

Many thanks to all who donated 
treasures, picked up & delivered items, sorted 
& priced during the week, set up tables, worked 
at the sale, shopped or had lunch, helped us 
clean up, or took leftovers to new homes!!!   
Our current total proceeds are $5,419.   
 Pam Baker 

Open Door Begins  

We will be opening First Church’s doors to 
tourists and visitors on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings from 10:00 am until 
noon, beginning on July 5th and continuing 
through October. A detailed history of First 
Church is available to those who would like to 
refresh their memories, and there will be a 
calendar on the bulletin board for sign-ups. 
And did I forget to mention? Earl Marryat will 
be entertaining visitors with his piano 
virtuosity in the sanctuary on Wednesdays!  
 Aggie Rosander 

Thought for the day 

What lies behind us and what lies before 
us are tiny matters compared to what lies 
within us.   

Ralph Waldo Emerson  
Contributed by the Wednesday Prayer Group 

Pam and Charlie Ritch with their daughter, 
Ann Wood 



Page 3 V o l u m e  4 4 ,  N u m b e r  7  

Christian Education News 

 
A BIG Thank You to Kerry Barrett and 

Twin Acres for donating the ice cream that 
was served on Church School Sunday.  

Attending Horton Summer Camp this 
summer:  

 July 3-9 Mid High Wet & Wild  
Leader Lois Cosgrove Fluegel with her 
daughter Angelina Cosgrove  

 July 24 – 30 Mid High #2  
Our leaders are Ed & Stephanie Nadolny 
and Kevin & Melinda Lasit attending with 
Sophie Nadolny), Tessa Wood), McKenna 
Lasit, Skylar Lasit, Christopher Fox  

 July 31 – Aug 6 High School #2  
Leader Steve Ross attending with Eddie 
Nadolny, Michael Froman, Brendan 
Carmichael , Taylor Poloway, Jesse 
Newcombe and Amanda Ross.  

 

Thanks to all who helped and 
supported our scholarship fundraisers 
(Pancake Breakfast(s), Color Me Mine Day at 
First Church, Ham & Bean Supper and Pound 
Auction) this past year to make assistance 
possible for our eleven youth attending!  
 

Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for 
August 8 – 12,  9:00 – 12:00 Registration 
sheets are available on the Christian Education 
tables and online at 
www.firstchurchsandwich.org  Please note: 
registration deadline is July 24th!  

Our theme:  

Journey to India  

 

Fair Crafters to hold July 26 session  

A craft session is planned for Tuesday July 
26, at 1 pm. There are always a few of us 
around who enjoy getting together. So, if you 
can join us for some crafty camaraderie, we 
would enjoy your company. We could also use 
the following items:  

white figure skates  
dry foam for flower arranging  
wet foam for flower arranging  
small Christmas decorations  
20 count white light bulb strings  

Also, please save your old jeans for the 
fair crafters as they have some nifty new 
projects for which to use them. For more 
information, contact Hetty Hayes.  

 

 

 

Jubilee Continues During the 
Summer 

All women are invited to  discuss the book  
Room by Emma Donoghue, on August 2nd at 
7:00 pm.  For September 6th, we will read and 
discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
by Rebecca Skloot. Contact Nancy Lawrence at 
Nancjl@comcast.net for more information.  

http://www.firstchurchsandwich.org
mailto:Nancjl@comcast.net
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Your Outreach Corner 

The Recycler's Prayer  

By Paul Hebert 

Dear Creator,  
Help me to have the courage and energy to  

always do the right thing.  
When it is easier to throw a redeemable beverage 

container into the trash, give me the wisdom 
to place it into the returnable bin.  

Give me the desire to serve the common good by 
giving the deposit units to charity or to donate 
the funds.  

When I walk in the valley of waste or in the  
market place, let me be a beacon to others that 
redemption and recycling is Your way of  
providing manna or daily bread to your  
people.  

I know that You fill my collection bag to  
overflowing with redeemable cans.  

Even though I am laughed at and thought to be 
foolish You will provide me with the reward 
and knowledge that I am caring for others and 
protecting the earth for generations to come.  

Amen  
Please look to hear more about what First 

Church plans to do for a Redemption and Recycle 
Program. If anyone is interested in joining our 
“Green” efforts, please contact Courtney Craig or 
Cheryl Hempen. 

Come to MACUCC Super Saturday !  

Saturday, October 1 at MassBay Commu-
nity College at 50 Oakland Street in Wellesley.  

There will be 29 Workshops related to vari-
ous aspects of church life, mission and ministry  

A Spiritual Spa with opportunities to en-
gage in a variety of spiritual practices while in 
community.  

A Meeting Place with a chance to stop and 
chat with representatives of a number of minis-
tries from different settings of the church  

And the Super Saturday Store with a 
chance to purchase UCC logo and SERRV items.  

Register and Come to Network, worship, and 
learn Best Practices from other churches  

A chance to bring new ideas back to your 
committees!  

 

To Register: go to www.macucc.org/
supersaturday  

Before August 1: $39.00  
After August 1 : $49.00  

This includes lunch and materials  

Below is a letter from our Mass.  
Conference President, Jim Antal.  

“Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Jesus reminds us that it is within 'the least of 

these' that we minister to Christ. You have done 
so generously! To date, we have received 
$48,038.66 in funds for tornado relief 
from the collections in our churches and 
at our MACUCC Annual Meeting. In addi-
tion, many folks have sent along generous checks 
to the UCC Spring Storm Appeal that are helping 
us minister to people here and throughout the 
country during a season of an unprecedented 
number of disasters.  

To date, there is an estimate of 3,000 homes 
damaged by the tornadoes here in Massachusetts 
that stretched from Springfield to Charlton:  

Nearly 200 were totally destroyed.  
Over 500 sustained severe damage.  
Over 8,000 insurance claims have already 

been submitted.  
25% of the homes did not have insurance or 

tornado coverage.  
Visit our website and click on MACUCC fund to 

submit a donation for Massachusetts tornado 
recovery.”  

Join Our Mission Trip 2012 

September 25th will kick off with a meet-
ing held after each service with a program led by 
our church members who traveled to New Or-
leans on a mission trip last spring. Please come 
and help determine a destination for a church-
wide mission trip in April 2012. The group is also 
considering traveling to western Mass. in the fall 
to help with the tornado clean-up.   

A meeting was held to bring people together 
who are interested in planning a mission trip for 
April vacation in 2012. No definite plans were 
made, but suggestions included a work camp to 
New Orleans or traveling to work in Biloxi during 
the April, 2012 break.  

Other suggestions include a work camp or 
the possibility of dedicating several weekends in 

http://www.macucc.org/supersaturday
http://www.macucc.org/supersaturday
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Your Outreach Corner 
continued 

the Monson/ Springfield, MA area (tornado 
damage) to hold short work camps with church 
members and families.  

Both ideas could include our youth. The 
group will continue to think about ideas for 
work locations and wait until new pastor ar-
rives for input before making a decision. The 
conference is also working on plans for work 
camps to the tornado stricken area of Western 
MA. We are also requesting UCC information 
on trips available for 2012  

Please contact Cheryl Hempen or Courtney 
Craig if you are interested in the trip planning. 
More information will be available in the Sep-
tember Spire.  

 

Emergency Clean Up Buckets  
Needed for Floods and Tornadoes 

There is a request from Church World Ser-
vice and the MA Conference (Commission for 
Justice and Mission and the Commission for 
Stewardship) to Assemble Emergency Clean Up 
Buckets for the areas damaged by floods and 
tornadoes. The MA Conference office in Fram-
ingham and Christ Congregational Church in 
Brockton are drop off sites for the buckets. 
They are due by August 5th.  

Items to be placed in each bucket are:  

1.   5 gallon bucket with re-sealable lid  
2.   5 scouring pads  
3.   7 sponges, assorted sizes  
4. 1 scrub brush  
5. 5.  18” cleaning towels like Easy Wipes-  

reusable  
6.   50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent  
7.   1 12 oz. bottle of liquid concentrated 

household cleaner (like Lysol)  
8.  25 oz. bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap 

like Dawn  
9.   1 48-50 pkg. clothespins  
10. Clothesline, 2 50 ft. or 1 100 ft. 
11. 5 dust masks  
12.  2 pairs of latex gloves (like Playtex)  
13. 1 pair of work gloves  
14. 14. 28 bag roll of heavy duty trash bags-  

30-40 gal.  
15.  1 6-9 oz. bottle of insect repellent (pump 

drops, or lotion- not aerosol)  

All items should be new, unopened and in 
plastic bottles. All items should be placed in the 
bucket, and lids sealed with packing tape. 
Bucket value $56.00 plus $3.00 for shipping. 
For more info, email 
cbell@churchworldservice.org or call Diane 
Montgomery at MACUCC: 508-875-5233.  

Please contact Cheryl Hempen at  
cahempen@comcast.net if you would like to 
provide a bucket or contribute to one. We are 
looking for a volunteer to coordinate this effort 
as well.  

 

Coming!!!!  
Mission:1: That they may all be one. 

One United Church on a shared mission for 
11 powerful days to feed the hungry and  
confront food- related injustice. This is  
Mission:1   Go to: ucc.org/mission1  
Nov 1-11, 2011 (God is still speaking) Watch for 
more news in the September Spire  

New Mission Projects in the  
Mass. Conference  

Mission and Justice Commissions Task 
Teams of MA Conference are addressing issues 
that we all face including:  
Homelessness, Environmental Ministries, Race 
and Justice, Open and Affirming, Restorative 
Justice, Mission Partnerships, and Jubilee/ 
Economic Justice.  

There are new groups forming: Disaster 
Relief, Innocence Committee, and Israel- Pales-
tine Task Force. Go to www.macucc.org/
mission-justice/ to learn more. There is a grant 
(Barnes Grants) available in MA to help start or 
fund mission and justice projects  

Do you have a project you would like to 
start? Would you like to be on a task force? 
Contact Peter Wells: wellsp@macucc.org  
 

Continued, next page 

mailto:cbell@churchworldservice.org
mailto:cahempen@comcast.net
ucc.org/mission1
http://www.macucc.org/mission-justice/
http://www.macucc.org/mission-justice/
mailto:wellsp@macucc.org


Our Mission Statement 

We live our mission as a welcoming com-
munity, celebrating God's love in the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. We serve the individual, 
the church, and our world through creative 
worship, spiritual growth, and nurturing fel-
lowship. 

Our Vision Statement 
where we endeavor to be in five years 

Building on a heritage that embraces social 
action, we are known as a community church 
where all are welcome.  By the generous gifts of 
our growing membership our church is a catalyst 
for spiritual development through a variety of 
innovative worship and educational experiences. 

Recognizing our diversity, we nurture and 
care for each other.  Our children grow into life-
long Christians through programs that develop a 
living relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our spiri-
tual presence mirrors our physical presence in 
our town and the wider community.  No matter 
where we are on life's journey, we are united by 
the common goal of moving closer to our God. 
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Thanks to all of you for raising the  
following funds for Mission  
programs:  

Blanket Sunday- $719.00  

Strengthen The Church Offering- $482.00  

Tornado Relief- $1,636.00  

Wider Church Ministries- $25.00  

 

 

Notes from Friends  

A Prayer to say “Thank You” 

May God, whose love is everywhere, bless 
you every day for being what you always are- so 
nice in every way!  

Thank you for all the prayers that the con-
gregation have sent up for me, and the visits by 
Winston and other members. They all helped 
bring my spirits up.  

Madeleine Johnson 
 (mother of Debbie Anderson 

Members’ Milestones  

Congratulations to Merry Sue Ahlgren 
who retired from teaching mathematics at 
Sandwich High School this past June. Thank 
you, Merry Sue, for working with our public 
school youth in such a demanding field for over 
30 years. Best wishes for a more relaxing 
retired life!  

The Reverend Dale Hempen recently 
announced his retirement, effective at the end 
of December, as the Associate Conference 
Minister for the Southeast Region of the 
Massachusetts Conference of the UCC. Dale has 
been a valuable member and an asset to us as 
he guided us through the sometimes confusing 
interim period. We hope that Dale and Cheryl 
will stay with us for a long time! 

 
 

Please keep these friends in your 
prayers 

Perley Gates, Julia Abreu, Barbara Kashar 

Prayers for those serving our country: 

Brandon Ellison, Andrew Payne, Jeremey 
Flynn, Jessica Peterson, and Rick Weaver. 

Pat Marshall and Susan Anderson help  
paint the RFK House in Hyannis 



Pastoral Care 

If you or your family member are 
going to be hospitalized or are facing 
other crises, please call Winston that 
they he may offer pastoral care. 
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Summer Calendar  

Throughout the Summer 

Exercise M,W,F 9:30 am;  
Prayer Group, Wednesdays  at 11:00;  

Bible Study with Winston on Wednesdays at 
noon;.  

Open Door:  Tuesdays-Thursdays 10-12 through 
October 

July 

Adopt a Bell – Begins July 17th   

Fair Crafts July 26 1:00 

Emergency Clean-Up Buckets July through 
August 5th 

August 

Jubilee Aug. 2nd at 7:00 

VBS August 8-12 

Church Council August 17th at 7:00 

Membership August 22nd at 6:00 pm 

Deacons August 24th at 7:00  

Weddings: Aug 6, 13 and 27 

Gates Room remodeling: Aug. 18-20th  

Last Garden Service: August 28th 8:30 

September 

Labor Day Holiday: September 5th 

Rally Sunday September 11th 9:00 and 11:00 am 

Church School begins September 18th 

Fellowship abounds at the Retired Men’s Picnic held 
last month at the home of George and Jan Kasper 
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Mike and Christine Prevost joined 
First Church on May 8th.   Christine was born 
in Detroit, Michigan and raised in Southern 
California. She has also lived in Colorado and 
New York. Mike and Christine have lived in 
Bournedale since Jan. 2006.   

Christine worked as an engineer for 20 
years, before becoming a teacher of high school 
and middle school math in New York. She 
currently teaches GED to inmates at the Office 
of Community Corrections in Quincy. She has 
two grown children. Her son, Aleksi, 28, is 
serving as an AmeriCorps/Vista volunteer near 
Portland, Oregon. Her daughter, Anja is 30 and 
is currently traveling in Southeast Asia, 
preparing to teach college level courses in 
Vietnam through an American university.  

Christine’s hobbies are sewing and 
knitting, baking, and gardening. She also plays 
the piano and is learning to play the cello.  

Mike was born and raised in Pawtucket, RI. 
He earned a BA in Humanities from 
Providence College and received his JD degree 
from Brooklyn Law School. He currently works 
for the New Bedford office of the public 
defender’s division. Mike is father to a 
daughter, Traci, and a son, Lane. His hobbies 
are fishing, walking, biking and reading. 

Mike and Christine’s First Friends are 
George and Jan Kasper. 

Tony Pickowitz joined First Church on 
June 25th. He grew up in Montville, near New 
London, Connecticut. He taught high school 
science for 37 years in Bloomfield, CT, coaching 
boys’ tennis for 15 years and girls’ tennis for 10 
years. He lives in south Sandwich with his wife 
Cindy Rowin who joined the church at an 
earlier date. Tony has a landscaping and 
handyman business and enjoys playing tennis 
and golf. His First Friend is Ed Brabazon. 

Spotlight on our Newest Members 

Tony Pickowitz and Cindy Rowin 

Mike and Christine Prevost 

Continued next page 



The Champagne family joined First 
Church on May 29th. John and Heidi live in 
Forestdale with their daughter, Nichol, and 
children Colin, Cian, and Aimee. They are 
joining by transfer from West Dennis 
Community Church. Heidi is the director of the 
LIGHT Program, which helps disabled 
individuals deal with death, illness and loss. 
Heidi is also a freelance writer, a Reiki Master, 
and works with John doing childcare.  

John is the director of PALS Home 
Childcare in Forestdale, and has worked as a 
mentor with over 60 children on Cape Cod 
through the DCF foster care system. John 
enjoys music and playing his guitar.  

Nichol Champagne is a 2010 graduate of 
Sandwich High school, and is currently 
attending Cape Cod Community College. 
Nichol enjoys drawing and playing the guitar.  

Colin Loftus is a freshman at Sandwich 
High School, participating in football, and 
interested in international studies and reading. 
He works at Tomatoes Restaurant.  

Cian Loftus is a 5th grader at the 
Forestdale School. Cian enjoys football, 
reading, and playing the trumpet.  

Aimee Champagne is a first grader at 
Forestdale School. She enjoys dance, music, 
drama and reading.  

Their First Friends are Guy and Wendy 
Kiedeisch.  
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Spotlight on our Newest Members 
continued from previous page 

From top left, clockwise, Colin Loftus, John 
Champagne, Heidi Champagne, Nichol Champagne, 

Aimee Champagne, and Cian Loftus 

JoAnne Vail joined First Church on June 
25th.  JoAnne lives in Pocasset with her 
husband, Dana Anderson, after moving here 
from Sharon, Mass. three years ago. She is a 
contract administrator with DePuy Spine of 
Johnson & Johnson in Raynham. JoAnne’s 
daughter, Leanne, is due to deliver her second 
child this weekend! JoAnne has attended 
congregational churches for many years.  In her 
spare time, she enjoys running, participating in 
triathlons, vegetable gardening, and attending 
campfires with her neighbors, one of whom is 
Janis Wheeler, her First Friend. 

JoAnne Vail 
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E-mail: sanducc@firstchurchsandwich.org   

Website:  www.FirstChurchSandwich.org 
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Spire by Email 

When you subscribe to the Spire by email, you 
receive it in advance of the printed version and see it in 
full color, in very large print, with photos. If you have a 
slow connection, you may save it on your computer 
and read it later at your leisure.  

To subscribe to the email version as well as the 
printed version, please send an email to: 
Spire@firstchurchsandwich.org with the Subject: 
“Subscribe” and please type your name in the email. 

To subscribe to the email version only, saving 
money as well as trees, please send an email to 
Spire@firstchurchsandwich.org with the Subject 
“Email Spire Only”, type your name in the body of the 
email and send.  

Laurie Ray   Co-Editor 

Photos of Recent Activities 

Rev. Dale Hempen, Judy Coppola and Cheryl 
Hempen painting at the RFK House 

Deborah Wing and Gene Schott 
celebrate on July 10th  

As Gene said, “Two conservative 
Republicans!” 

mailto:spire@firstchurchsandwich.org?subject=Subscribe
mailto:spire@firstchurchsandwich.org?subject=Subscribe
mailto:spire@firstchurchsandwich.org?subject=Subscribe

